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First time for everything

Yk junior squash player
wins first career tournament
in British Columbia

lry Jamees MoCartiy

Morthem hews Senvices

Paulina Brooks 15 official-

ly on the map i Canacdian
Junanr squash

The 13-year-old Yellow-

knife resident captwred ber

first carger titke on Feb, 13 at

the Pacific Morthwest Jesters

of my best games ever”

Brooks will go back 1o
practising on the court, but
said she i definitely look-
ing forward to detending her
newly-won crown i 20140,

A total of feur wwards were
won by Yellowknife squash
players. Head coach Al Cook

Jumior  Squash said it was one
Championships of the hest per-
at the Cedar Hill formances by the
Sguazh Club in | e, team &t the bpur-
Victoria, B.C. I m pgeny | nament.

Brooks  won oLl O “h really
the U-15 novies p { | bodes well fior
girls'  division. mj'.'i'ﬂ!f. | our club and for

She said the win
was made more
meaningfal
becaoge it was
ber first time at the touma-
menk.

"It was really fun to play
becouse | hadn't been there
before,” she said.

It Wi urlr.xjm(;lv.d
because before this, T hadn't
WOr ioie I||3|| W0 ga‘um::.
imoa row and now I've won a
whole division so I'm pretty
proad of myself”

Braoks said her pgame was
a little oft 2= ghe began, She
said her first bwo matches
against opponents from B.C.
were slow-going, but she still
managed towin both matches
by 3-0 scoves. She said things
picked up when she faced her
third-round opponent.

"My third game agains
(Victoria's)  Lizzie  Yates
wis  really  pood"  she
said, "1 think that was one

squash  im  the

| MWT to hive so
many players do
well," he gaid,

“Mor anly that, a lot of the
ather kids played really well.
They didn't come back with
any hardware, but they pro-
gressed further in their play.
W had kads playing in games
right up 10 Sunday, some of
themn wens in their own [imls
of some sort, One kid lost in
five games, another kid lost
in four, We had a chance to
cnme home with a ot mone
hardware”

Cook said the results in
Victoria are a gign io the rest
of the country his tcam is
right in the thick of things.

"It's not the nationals, bat
this tournament brings aut a
lat of high-calibre players.”
he said.

"It pives our kids a chance
to compete with top-level
kids.”

e LT N
Paulina Brooks shows off her championship plague she won in the girfs 15 and under novice division at
the PNW Junior Squash Championships in Wietoria, B.C., on Fab, 15,



